The ILnd of the Campaign
There was at this time a big market for white labourers
on the sugar plantations of the West Indies. The magis-
trates of Bristol, Exeter, and other ports often induced
prisoners to escape hanging by begging for transportation.
Men were undoubtedly kidnapped in the harbour towns and
sent abroad, and that aldermen and magistrates in Bristol and
elsewhere made dishonest money out of these practices is
most probable. The Commission that was responsible for
the Bloody Assize had given the King no less than 850 human
beings to dispose of, and these he had given or sold to his
friends for exportation to the West Indies.
The whole immoral business had been discussed in the
House and severely reprobated. The idea of Jeffreys' apolo-
gists that, suddenly hearing what was going on in Bristol,
he left the joys of hanging and quartering Dissenters, in a
fit of missionary enthusiasm to destroy kidnapping, is pure
moonshine. Bribery and corruption were not matters that
would rouse the Chief Justice's indignation. But the
pleasure of bullying and .destroying dissenting aldermen to
please his master, James, who had not yet publicly announced
him as Lord Chancellor, was worth a long ride over the un-
even roads of West Somerset, even though his disease caused
him real pain in the effort. As Evelyn says of him, he was
" of nature cruel and a slave of the Court," and this it was
that sent him to Bristol*             '
That he was tired, and perhaps drunken, when he took
his seat on the Bench to meet the Lord Mayor and aldermen
of the City, may be granted to his admirers. But reading
his extraordinary speech at length, the impression upon my
mind is that the man who uttered it was suffering from a
megalomania which was very nearly akin to actual insanity.
The report is evidently an accurate and careful one.
The opening sentences to his hosts strike the keynote of
the oration.    " I am," he says," by the mercy of God, come
to this great and popular city. . . . Gentlemen, I find here
are a great many auditors who are very intent, as if they
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